








10

alumni journal

Developed by Harvard’s Pluralism 
Project, Fremont, USA is a docu-

mentary produced and directed by two 
HDS graduates, Rachel Antell, MTS ’92, 
and Elinor J. Pierce, MTS ’96, who is 
also a senior researcher at the Plural-
ism Project. The film, which premiered 
in Boylston Hall’s Fong Auditorium on 
March 5, examines the effect of rapid 
ethnic and religious diversification in 
Fremont, California—a city of over 
200,000 residents east of San Francisco. 

Patrick M. McWhinney, MTS ’98, was 
recently named among the 2009 

Young Global Leaders by the World Eco-
nomic Forum. The annual award “rec-
ognizes outstanding young leaders from 
around the world for their professional 
accomplishments, commitment to soci-
ety and potential to contribute to shaping 
the future of the world.” McWhinney is 
the co-founder and chief executive officer 

David R. Friedrich, MTS ’04, was 
recently appointed assistant dean of 

Harvard College and director of the Stu-
dent Activities Office. He will be respon-
sible for working with undergraduate 
students on developing and implementing 
extracurricular and social planning. His 
appointment is effective immediately. 

“Through his service as a freshman 
adviser, his membership on a number of 
College committees, and his participation 
on the both the College Programming 
Collective and the Leadership Working 
Group, David is familiar with the major 
issues concerning the College in general, 
and students in particular. We are fortu-
nate to have David’s wide experience and 
leadership,” said Evelynn Hammonds, 
Dean of Harvard College.

After 28 years, Benjamin F. Payton, 
BD ’58, announced his retirement as 

the fifth President of Tuskegee University, 
effective June 30, 2010. According to a state-
ment on the university’s website, “the Board 
of Trustees accepted Dr. Payton’s letter of 
retirement with much reluctance but great 
appreciation and thanks for the outstanding 
work he has done at Tuskegee. Dr. Payton 
had made it clear that he would only contin-
ue through the achievement of such major 
objectives as the University’s third decen-
nial reaffirmation of accreditation under his 
leadership by the Commission on Colleges 
of the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools, as well as certain specialized 
accreditations of professional programs, 
such as architecture, veterinary medicine, 
nursing, teacher education, and engineer-
ing, as well as the completion of major reno-
vation and new construction plans.”

Payton received the Preston N. Williams 
Alumni/ae of African Descent Award from 
the HDS Alumni/ae Association in 2008.

In recent years, Fremont has experienced 
a tremendous surge in immigration, and 
many of the city’s government officials 
are highlighting a community-wide need 
for tolerance and cooperation among the 
city’s religiously diverse population. 

After the screening, Boston-area 
representatives from both religious and 
nonreligious organizations participated in 
a panel discussion, moderated by Diana 
Eck, director of the Pluralism Project and 
member of the Faculty of Divinity. 

Religious Diversity Explored at a Local Level

Benjamin F. Payton, BD ’58, President of Tuskegee  
University, Announces His Retirement 

of Insight Partners and Insight Collab-
orative, a negotiation and effective com-
munication training and consulting firm, 
located in Boston. Other 2009 Young 
Global Leaders nominees include: Tiger 
Woods, professional golfer; Chris Martin, 
lead singer of the British band Coldplay; 
and Jessica Biel, actress and cofounder of 
the Make a Difference Network.

Patrick McWhinney Among 2009 Young Global Leaders

Friedrich Named Assistant Dean 
for Undergraduate Social Planning

Benjamin F. Payton

Following the screening, a panel discussion featured remarks by, from left, the Rev. Cheng Imm 
Tan, director of the Mayor’s Office of New Bostonians; M. Bilal Kaleem, executive director of 
the Muslim American Society Boston Chapter; Alexander Levering Kern, executive director of 
Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries in greater Boston; and Harvard professor Diana Eck.

David R. Friedrich
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